Class: Ephesians Chapter 2 – From Death to Life

Opening (5 minutes)

· Review Ephesians 1:
· Predestination – we/them – Jews/Gentiles (do we have freewill or is everything decided – YES!)
· Spiritual Blessings in Christ – blessed us with very spiritual blessing in Christ. Present tense. (v3-14) 

· Introduction to Ephesians 2:
· In this chapter, Paul contrasts the state of believers before and after salvation. He emphasizes the grace of God, the work of Christ, and the reconciliation of both Jews and Gentiles into one body in Christ.
· Ephesians 2 explains the depth of God's mercy and the transformation that occurs in believers' lives when they accept the gospel.
· Christians talk about being saved, but what does that mean? Ephesians 2 

· Prayer: Begin with a prayer asking for God's guidance as you explore the chapter together.


Part 1: Ephesians 2:1-10 – Made Alive in Christ << READ

Summary:
· Verses 1-3: Paul describes the state of believers before salvation. They were dead in their trespasses and sins and followed the ways of the world, living in disobedience.

This verse is offensive to our modern western sensibilities.  
Q: If someone says I want to follow my hearts and my desires, what do we tend to think or say?
Q: “You do you and let me do me” is a common phrase.  What are we told in Ephesians about this?  
Q: What is often the end result of following our desires? Unfulfilled, empty, frustrated
· What are some examples of desires?  (Bret and retirement)
Q: Does the devil make us sin?

· Verses 4-5: God’s mercy and love brought believers to life with Christ, even when they were spiritually dead. It is by grace that they have been saved.
Q: Brett Ferguson – what does it mean when a patient “flatlines”?  
Q: Betsey - What can you do to help? 
Q: What can the patient do to help?

· Verses 6-7: God raised believers up with Christ and seated them in the heavenly realms. This is done to show the immeasurable riches of His grace in the coming ages.

· Verses 8-9: Salvation is a gift from God, not something that can be earned through works. It is by grace, through faith, so that no one can boast.

· Verse 10: We are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Discussion Questions:
1. What does it mean to be "dead in our trespasses and sins" (v.1)? How did our spiritual death affect our lives before Christ?

2. How does God’s mercy and love bring us from death to life (v.4-5)?

3. What does Paul mean when he says we are "seated with Christ in the heavenly realms" (v.6)? How should this shape our view of our identity in Christ?

4. Why is it important to understand that salvation is a gift, not something we can earn (v.8-9)?

5. What is the significance of being God’s "workmanship" created to do good works (v.10)?



Part 2: Ephesians 2:11-22 – Reconciliation Through Christ << READ

Summary:
· Verses 11-12: Paul reminds the Gentile believers that they were once separated from Christ and without hope, living as outsiders to God's promises. They were "far off" from God.  (Q-1)

Q1: Why does Paul remind the Gentiles of their past condition (v.11-12)? How does this help them appreciate their new identity in Christ?

· Verse 13: But now, through the blood of Christ, they have been brought near.



· Verses 14-18: Jesus Himself is our peace, who has broken down the dividing wall between Jews and Gentiles, reconciling both groups to God in one body. Through Christ, we both have access to the Father by the Spirit. (Q-2)(Q-3)

Q2: What is the significance of Christ being our "peace" and breaking down the wall of hostility between Jews and Gentiles (v.14-16)?

Q3: How does the reconciliation between Jews and Gentiles in Christ serve as a model for reconciliation in the church today?


· Verses 19-20: Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners but fellow citizens with the saints and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ as the cornerstone. (Q-4)

Q4: What does it mean to be “members of God’s household” (v.19)? How does this shape our sense of community as believers?

· Verses 21-22: The church is being built together into a holy temple in the Lord, a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (Q-5)

Q5: In what ways are we being "built together into a holy temple" (v.21-22)? What role does the Holy Spirit play in this process?





Part 3: Application (5 minutes)

· Reflect on how this passage can be applied to our lives today:
· Before Christ: We were spiritually dead and separated from God, living in sin. Reflect on how this knowledge can help us be grateful for our salvation.

· Salvation: Salvation is by grace, through faith, and is not something we can earn. Discuss how this should impact our daily lives and attitudes.

· Unity in Christ: Jesus has reconciled us to God and to each other. Think about how the church can be a model of unity and peace in a divided world.

· Purpose: We are God’s workmanship, created to do good works. Reflect on the ways we can live out our purpose as believers.


Discussion Question:
· How can we live out the truth of Ephesians 2 in our daily lives, especially regarding our unity with other believers and our purpose in Christ?


Closing (5 minutes)
· Recap: In Ephesians 2, we learned about the transformation from death to life through Christ. We were once separated from God but have been reconciled to Him through Jesus. Salvation is a gift of grace, and we are now called to live out our new identity in Christ.

· Encouragement: Challenge the class to live with a renewed sense of gratitude for the grace of God and a commitment to unity and good works.

· Closing Prayer: End with a prayer for the application of the message in daily life and for continued growth in understanding and living out the gospel.



What is sin? Putting ourselves where God needs to be. (Us substituting ourselves for God)
What is salvation? Putting God where He needs to be. (God substituting himself for us)





Ephesians chapter 2

Ephesians 2 breaks into three (3) parts:
1. V1-3	the life we are saved from
2. V8-10	the life we are saved for
3. V4-7	how we get from there  to here (from death to life)

Handout Activity: Fill-in-the-Blank
Complete the blanks based on Ephesians 2:1-10:
1. Before Christ, we were dead in our _______________ and sins. (v.1)
2. But God, who is rich in ______________ and mercy, made us alive with Christ. (v.4)
3. It is by grace you have been ____________, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God. (v.8)
4. We are God's ______________, created in Christ Jesus to do good works. (v.10)


Handout Activity: Fill-in-the-Blank
Complete the blanks based on Ephesians 2:11-22:
1. At one time, you were ______________ from Christ and without hope in the world. (v.12)
2. But now in Christ Jesus, you who were once far away have been brought near through the _______________ of Christ. (v.13)
3. Christ is our _______________, who has made the two one, destroying the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility. (v.14)
4. Through Jesus, we have access to the Father by one _____________. (v.18)
5. You are no longer strangers and _______________, but fellow citizens with God's people. (v.19)

1. What is sin?  


2. What is salvation? 



Homework (Optional):
Reflect on the truth that you are God’s workmanship, created for good works. Identify one specific way you can serve others or share the gospel in the coming week.

Memorize Ephesians 2:8-9
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.


